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World Wetlands Day 2026: Educational Visit and Safari Programme 

World Wetlands Day 2026 was observed with the objective of creating awareness about the importance of 

wetlands in maintaining ecological balance, conserving biodiversity, and supporting sustainable livelihoods. 

The programme emphasized the role of traditional knowledge and conservation practices in protecting wetland 

ecosystems. 

The event was organized by the Department of Zoology and the Green Club of Kalinga University, in 

collaboration with Nandanvan Jungle Safari, Naya Raipur. The programme was conducted under the 

supervision of Dr. Manoj Singh, Head of the Department of Zoology and Green Club Coordinator, Dr. Ajay 

Kumar Harit, Associate Professor & Green Club Coordinator, along with department faculty members. Entry 

Fees and refreshments was provided by Nandanvan Jungle Safari, Naya Raipur.  

Ranger Interaction and Awareness Session 

An informative and interactive awareness session was conducted by Mr. Vijay Patil, Forest Ranger, 

Nandanvan Jungle Safari. He highlighted the ecological importance of wetlands, forest ecosystems, wildlife 

conservation, biodiversity management, and the role of the forest department in protecting natural resources. 

The session was further enriched by the presence of Mr. Upendra Sahu, Member of the Forest Department, 

Nandanvan Jungle Safari, who actively supported the interaction and emphasized the importance of 

responsible wildlife conservation practices. The combined interaction provided valuable insights and enhanced 

the learning experience of the students. 

Student Participation and Safari Experience 

A total of 85 students participated in the programme, including 24 African students from different regions of 

Africa such as Nigeria and Liberia. The students thoroughly enjoyed the jungle safari and observed a wide 

range of wildlife in their natural habitat. 

The animals sighted included Bengal tigers, white tigers, lions, leopards, sloth bears, jackals, foxes, hyenas, 

wild boars, black deer (blackbuck), spotted deer (chital), sambar deer, nilgai, chinkara, monkeys (langur and 

rhesus macaque), snakes, tortoises, monitor lizards, peacocks, parrots, eagles, storks, ducks, and other wetland 

birds. 

The African students enjoyed the safari the most, as it gave them a unique opportunity to experience Indian 

wildlife and compare it with the fauna and ecosystems of their home countries. Their enthusiasm and active 

participation added a rich multicultural dimension to the programme. 
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Overall, the World Wetlands Day 2026 programme was educational, informative, and highly successful, 

providing students with practical exposure to wildlife conservation and environmental awareness. 

Objectives 

 Raise awareness about the importance of wetlands. 

 Promote wetland and wildlife conservation. 

 Give students practical experience through safaris and interactive sessions. 

 Highlight traditional knowledge in wetland preservation. 

 Encourage participation of local and international students. 

Participation Overview 

Category KU Participants Total 

Students 85 85 

Faculty 4 4 

Outcomes 

 Students gained awareness about wetlands, biodiversity, and conservation. 

 Participants experienced wildlife and forest ecosystems firsthand through safari and ranger interaction. 

 Cultural and traditional knowledge related to wetlands was shared and appreciated. 

 African and local students actively participated and engaged, fostering multicultural learning. 

 The programme strengthened environmental responsibility and student involvement in sustainability 

initiatives. 

The World Wetlands Day celebration at Kalinga University served as an inspiring platform for 

education, environmental awareness, and hands-on learning. The collaboration with Nandanvan 

Jungle Safari and the Chhattisgarh Forest & Climate Change Department reflected the 

university’s commitment to promoting eco-conscious citizenship and sustainability. 

By combining safari experiences, ranger talks, and interactive learning, the event encouraged students 

to translate awareness into meaningful actions for wetland conservation, biodiversity protection, and 

sustainable development. The event concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Manoj Singh, 

Head of the Department of Zoology, who expressed sincere appreciation to all participants and 

collaborators for their valuable contributions in making the celebration a success. 
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